.-4^b'^7^ 




.-v-, ^,-', >K^''f> 



r^^ jCi-Vi '«-^^ 



COMMITTEE FOB A!0 TO THE NATIOMAL UBEHATION PROMT 

Monday, A«8U8t 28, 1987 



J"::-. 








3 ^508 01548169 5 



I 



.^ 



RicefieJds, buffaloes, and children: the perennial imagt 0f peace In ¥i@t-iaai* 
^ A pointed absence of American GJ/s, 



JowBrn m^ m4 0f ^ulf m^ ' mmmm tabor Club daeld^d to 
0stebllth a Commlttea t© ralsa fw?ids for th^ South Vietnam Hmmnmt 
Ubmmtm i^ront Sluea tli^ii the Commfllet Ittt bB^n tybjeefad to a 
constant btrmga of ^llacjlcs torn th^ pmm^ parliament, etc,, and W0 
hmB not In hct started eoliectlug lor Iha fu^d. W# are issying this 
ptmplii^t 1^ mt out mhM Mb fiapptned In th^ Imi fsw week^, whit 
th0 NX,F. II, wli^ W0 mppmt It 

Fcir a i0nf lim§, Ih^ Monasti tafear Clyli, in oomiiion mlWt mWtm 
Unimmlt^ iMbm Clubt hat opposed tm Vlaliiam war. We fell Ihm 
th^ Uititd Stal0t wai giilllf 0f agf resiicin and that kummlm thopfd 
rsot |ol?i Willi Ht^m In tBtt^lnu troops to Inltrweoe In a eiirll war, 
Ti^i^tte wItN many 0ll^tr i^efons cil fha eomftiynltf wa loyglil hard 
tiMlntt ^ommitm^nt 10 tli# Vfetnam war and Ilia iifidlng 0I eonserlpti« 
B^t %¥# fsli#€l mn4 ih^ war still go#a on and oonserlpti are still Qttling 
killed* 

0r#di^a% w® ©smii to rj^lli® that It was na um symply ccrndtmiiliig 
iif wir «n«J dsKiiancllns ^Hal II b« ttc^pc^. W0 warn l^leallf forcM 
10 m^m from dtaoynclnif liie Unltt^rt Btaltt as an aggrest^r I0 
mipparlliif mm mUmu 0! aggmt^l^n— lh# yMmmmm pmpU led by 



11^ National y^tmtlsn Pmnt For a Icmg tim^ we Ha^s bstii m^- 
Mbuiin^ llttraliim wlildl tfeowtd mm His war wai not '' " ■ 

fmm III® mm'' and that Iht "¥tel Csng** wer^ an 
S^iitham ¥l0lfia?fi#t0 natl0itaflst inQf^emsnl whost m^ln 
S0clal Imtlm, lm4 miorm and an m^ t0 fomlgn dDmlnatlon, Wa M§''. 
bmn pointing out la people ikm llis Americans warn m# afsmstDrt'- 
i^hs liad sent lialf a iiiltll0ii troapt to mmpy i " ' ' " 



Mm 



mflnu this t^n of min§ for taiii# time w# w^m 



iielm©ififle^0 our aslMal tiipp0ft tm tli# Mttlonsl 
Sypfjsrt.for tlit nx.¥. Mn bmn Ilia ^llof 0I tha Mi 
(and 0f th^ Mmmilm Bm4mt Lab#r Ftitrtioo 



Frofit, 

Hontnh Lsbof Club 

— . .- , „™„™„jii wiilsh f^pf^sB^"^ 

Labor Cliibi it all Atitlrailan Untanlilw) for c^tldtrtbls tlmt mw 

but no eoncrtte mmm mm Imkm to Ifnpldm^nt It rh% Bf^mf . 

Unl¥anlf|f ALP Club aid tttibllnti a fend tor me^leal aid le mm% 

Vltlnam and ttie riX.F. m&m mm m fmr ag0. Bilt has fea^n Itrg^lf 

. Coot, page 2 
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f Hi ill lili? 



Non-issue 
to issue? 

Alter the fast ^leotlon it mmmfd 
that tha'Vlatnim war was rapidly 
b€iComin§ a mnAmm. JhB war 
was escalating and Im^m to 
more casuaities, thB public was 
becoming Increasingly jastless, 
confused, and dfssatlsfitd with It 
but n saamad as II the paaca 
movement had g\wn up the llgnl 
The heavy dafeal In Hovambar 
and the subsequent ©Isctiori of 
Mr. Whitlam to laadsrshlp of tha 
ALP sarvad to demoralize op* 
ponents ©t the wan Wa felt that It 
was vitally Important to r@«mlsa 
tha whole lssu# of our Involve- 
mmt In Vietnam and to raise it In 
a completely mw conteKt W® felt 
that the probiam was not that 
most Australians actually sup- 
ported thB war but that thay just 
.waren*t Interasted and couldn*! 
follow the long complicated argu- 
mants about Gantva conferanoes, 
de*0scalatson, ate. People wlio 
had previously sattfad lor the 
Governmenfs simpla .argument 
the '*th© Reds must be stopped 
there before they get her©*' wars 
now becoming !ncr*aa8lngly am- 
ious about the progress of the 
war and we wanted to make sure 
that this anKtety could bt turned 
into active opposition by making 
paopia awara of the issues In^- 
vofved. 

Accordingly we daoldad that 
the best way to make our oppo- 
sition to the war felt wae to de- 
clare our fuH support for the 
National Uberatlon Front and 
prove that we meant It by 
coHectingfunds for them. Thlswas 
put before a aeries of five general 
m0©tln0S of the Labor Club with 
attandances of between 50 and 
S0 and it was finally decided on 
Friday. My 21, after a total of 7 
hours discussion that the Club 
would sponsor an autonomous 
Committee for Aid to the NLF 
which would have two funds— the 
main one for direct financial ajd 
to the NIF {the '*unsp@c]fla#' 
fundi and a second one for 
medical aid to civilians In NLF 
controlled areas. We realized 
that this was an unpopular stand 
to take and we expected a 
hostile reaction at firat but 
we were surprised at the Bpm6 
and violence of the coumer- 
attack. By Monday the 24th. the 
press had got hold of the story 
(we did not Intend to release It 
untlJ we fiad actually sal up the 
committee) and we were being 
attacked by the RSL and the 
Young Liberals, and disowned by 
the ALP Federal Leader. There 
were some violent incidents at 
Monash and the situation was 
looking rather grim. However we 
were also surprised by the 
amount of support we received 
and by the end of the week we 
had mora than $400 in the kitty 
^^^-'^^ instructions from the Unl- 
v.-^,„,.:y Administration that we 



wera not ailowad to eoilact non- 
mt^loal . funds on eampys* For 
the entire wBBk #¥sryone at 
Monash was at least 4isoyaalng 
Vietnam and altheygh tha ra- 
action to our aetlons was hostile 
thm% was a noticeable shift to* 
wards mpportlm our r^ght to take 
tfiia position and towards oppos™ 
Ing thB war Itself. Jhm paopia 
who mmm previously ynanthusl- 
aatio aboyt the war but did not 
sypport m Immedlata withdrawal 
wtra now saying that they oonv 
pittaly oppoiad the war 6yt did 
not support Ilia HL¥. This was 
now a ''modtrate** position! On 
Thursday a meetlnn of 800 sty- 
dents was eonvaned by members 
of iha Onlvamlty DLP Club for the 
aptclflo pyrpost of afedtmnlfig 
111® tabor Club^s actions. We ds- 
cidad to officistty boyoott tHa 
m^tlnp bacaust It was not a 
proparly convensd gansrat mmh 
Ing of atudents and we were sure 
we would be beaten we wmtB4 to 
mtk© It clear that tha students 
present had no mora right to 
speak lor Ihi Univarslty as a 
whole than wa did, 

Sfydenfs ¥ote 
to recognise 
fh© MAJ. 

Th® two spokesmen for tti0 
club and the aid oommltte® sent 
a fiot© to the meeting eaylrig thul 
they w@yld mt attend beoauet 
there h®d b#tii thfsata of violence* 
But tfm meeting rejected ths DLF 
motion eondemnlng us and fn« 
stead adopted a series ©f rssoly« 
tiona supported by Iha tabor 
Club which, whlli dlssoolatlng 
thB student body from our stand 
completely affirmed our right to 
hold any polltloal vl@wi, opposed 
any altampt by the University 
authorltlee to retrict political ac« 
tMtles on campus and called on 
trie siuoenis nepreaeniaiive 
Council to um legal action 
against anyone Initiating violent 
incldenti. We supported the dis- 
sociation because w® had never 
claimed to represent the views of 
students as a whole and saw no 
reason why this should not be 
made clear to the public, but we 
wem very pleated to find such an 
expression of student support for 
civil liberties especially In view of 
the hostile and hysterical atmos- 
phere created by the press. 

On Friday we officially formed 
the Committee and started mak- 
ing plans for collecting the money 
and getting It to Vietnam. 8y this 
time th® press had slackened off 
its campaipn and it looked as if 
th® whole thing might be able to 
po ahead peacefully, in view of 
the misrepresentation of our views 
in press reports that we would 
not care If bullets marked Monash 
University were to hit an Austra- 
lian conscript the Committee de- 
cided to issue a public statement 
pointing out that any money sent 
to the HLF wopid be used for 
non-mllitary purposes onty» 



On Monday tbBTB was a general ' 
meeting of th@ Labor Club. Our 
oooonents within ike club hM 
mnounmd to the presa that tha 
original resolution had only bBBn 
carried by a amafi section of the 
club and did not hava the sypporl 
of thB general membarstilp bM 
accordingly them wer® hordes sf 
ca'^^ramen and report^m waiting 
outside the meatlnp. Signs ware 
put up all over thB University mk« 
Ing mambara to roatora respon- 
B-nlltf to the club by atttfidlni 
thB meeting md voting to rticlnd 
^ypporl for th^ NLF. 1 Mm was a 
record atteodanoa of 1§0 jmora 
than thB total membarshlp of the 
aMhIabor politfca! olybs at Mon- 
ash put togtther and mom than 
the numbar of student® who 
Bttm4Bd thB last penaraf maeting 
of students oalla^ by the SBCK 
After m hour's dabala the m^Bh 
ln§ mlBQtB^ a reclelon motion 
by 00 votes to 39 and reeolvad by 
as ¥otee to 30 to raailrm full 
support for the Aid Committer, 
About 1S to 20 members m^lgnnd 
with tha IntmtlQn of forming a 
new club but we also, tBCBlmi 20 
to 30 new applications lor m^m^ 
berahlp and with 2S0 membtrt wi 
are still ths largest political org- 
antiatlon at any Auitrallan Urn- 
versify, 

Since the Monash commlttse 
was announced, a oommtlla© for 
medical aid haa be©n asla^llahad 
at Melbourne University and an 
unepeclfled committee hat bmn 
mi up \n Canberra* Wa hev© also 
been informed of plana for oom« 
mltteee in Newcastie and at La 
Trobe University and ^or a broad 
Victorian Medical Aid Commhtao. 

Democratic 
lights and 
Francis James 

We have already received $?00 
end have distributed roneoed leaf- 
lets at the Hiroshima Day March 
and the Melbourne University 
Union debate on Aid to the NLF 
(the 700 students at the debate 
voted 5 to 1 In favour of the 
proposilion 'That every Australian 
has the democratlo right to send 
aid to the Matlonal Liberation 
Front"), In addition more than 
$10,000 for medical and civil aid 
In North Vietnam and the Llber- 
atad Areas of South Vietnam has 
b^en sent via Mt. Francis Jantes 
In Sydney—the Editor of m® 
Anglican. 

After some preliminary mumb- 
lings about ratbag students the 
Oovernment decided to support 
Senator McManus's urgency 
motion in the Senate asking for 
Government action under the 
Crimes Act or other suitable legis- 
lation. This was a rather em- 
barrassing position for the Gov* 
ernment to take as the Senate 
motion really amounted to can- 
sqra of the Attorney-Oenerai who 
could have already initiated legal 
action. It later turned out to be 
just a political Btuf)t to allow mis- 
leading propaganda about us to 



bs spread tif ovar Australia 
thmuQh thB mo. broadcasting 
nstwofk and un4m tho protection 
of psrilamantary privllogs. After a 
long an^ pompous debate, tho 
Oovernment end DLF Senators 
joined together In votlne that their 
own rpotlon be allowftd to lapst. 
Soon after this Holt annoyrieed 
that Cablntt would treat th% qm^ 
iim as a matter of urgtnoy Cso 
much for the unimpsr^nt groap 
of Irresponaibte stydentsi) and It 
was decldtd to bring d0Wf! 
special legislation. At tht same 
time Hmry Bolte announced that 
the Unlversltlea woyfd bt asked 
to sybmit raports to Cabinet o^ 
pro-NLF aotlvltiss fetoeyse ha was 
msit eonoarntd that public 
money might bt uaed to support 
traitors. It Is rumoured nm\ Solte 
will tirtaten to out off University 
llmmm uoleat they txpal sty- 
dints Involvad and Introdum 
loyalty oaths. If ths Unlveiisity 
bows to thli kind of pr@isure they 
will meal with a sharp rttotlon 
from itiidents and sIe«. 

Money 
is Sent 

That is about tha etory t» date 
m/BWy We have alrtidy wnt 
$1^ from the medical fund ^ a 
Brllli^ Committee whiefi forwards 
mm to the Ubtratlon Rsd Croee 
lifflllated to the NLF) directly In 
mB form of medical supplies, and 
we have forwarded more .than 



legal) 
aid m 



mm V 

ly for 



m we will have to product a 
contldereble amount, of printed 

material to sta^ our 



setting out our Views on 
the nature of the Nlf and our 
reasons for supporting it we 

would like 10 aniwtr two orlth 
cisms that are aomatlmts mid#, 
lit Is suggested that while me 
NLF may be In the right,. H It 
wrof^S for us to send aid to^ an 



''T^mmilfZ^ thir. in fact 
*r say that It Is precise y 
Australia Is Involved In 

It Is necessafy for 



^.5sed to our apresslon 

to make their stand quilt clearly 
by aiding the victims of aggres- 
sion. The aid we are m^m wHI 
be used for non-mliltary purposes 
It is the Govern- 
ment which Is sending c««@rlp^ 
•''-"- - -\ II jQ the 



to die in Vietnam and 
Government which can 
back. Conscripts 
are being killed i 
to be killed In Vietnam 



ch can bring them 
I and other troops 
and will continue 
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Wl«t f he- Univ 
■.Grdop-sa'y.s^. about Th© 

NATWHAL LIBERATION FRONT 



^li b 



C0ltlp^ltf^t1 



■ Thi Front* primtrlly a Boullt 
Vlttnamtat NatlortaHst movs- 
'mtotr^wfti a strong Cammunist 
rtpratinlatlon, eomprttes a wid^ 
diversfty of factlona which fn« 

■ 'Olu^^^ttif minority paoplts of the 

■ mouritalna* the Khmar Cambo* 
dim minority, soma ^l^tpsntn of 
tm Om Pal and Hoa Hm m4 
Blnh ' Kufm motn Bn4 trada 

As a rasuit of polltletf pBmmu- 
tion, proffiintm mambtrs ©f 
Df0m*s Don-Cammiynfst polltleal 
oppotltlofi, IntaHictuali, pro- 
ftaslonai worksm and antl-Frtneli 
Byddhlsts Had Itft Iht oltl^t to 
Join tht r0b#f0 In ths jyngta traas 
near the CamlKidlan bordsr, Tht 
Itadtr of th0 H,LR, Hguytn Huu 
Th©, was formerly a nori-Osm^ 
-inynfii; Saigon lawyer. In 1iS5 
©iem^i 'rtprlitls against former 
■ raalstanc® mtmbarB Imptlted Tho 
to form a group known as ths 
Balgon-Ctiolon Psaca Commltta© 
to sap#rviS0 tha corrset lmpla« 
msntatfon of the Geneva. Aceords, 
Ht wsi Immtdlalely gaoM, In 
1060 h# was fraad by tm Viet 
^ona, Jofrrtd th% front m4 was 
itisottd as PrmMBnl 

Tha/Qinaral Storetary of tha 
Front is a Comfnunlst loymtlltt 
and iomm Pmlmmr of HIitory, 
N0uy€n Van Hfey, The C«nlral 

lives :^f th0 BuMhMnr tha 
CMhollcs, the tribts p#oplt, pri> 

fesilonal people and othm non* 

• Th#:N,L-F. Is primarily a poflth 

ttfrlWal control by political 
mthm ihm military methods. 
HX.P* oadms tpproacli a vllligt, 
Bmim tmir Mm% Identify tti@m« 
mkm with tht probttms of th% 
pioplf and provkfa btsle social 
itrvl0@$» In most Instancss th^^ 
MmmMll ricalvsd by ptopit living 
m^m gmmnmsnt control. Tht 
Saigon gommmBnt sttici to Im- 
pmW' Its author^ forcibly, and 
•by -thm0 tactics antagonizes tfis 
¥lllagars and cftusts th^m to 
mmoft tm N.F.L, Ths *1lbara- 
tloif.'of i village by the NX,F, 
mtans the rtsldanta are fm@ to 
:af0ot their own Itadam; land It 
> rtdlitrlbutad ta ths pmmanU; trie 
, :tiix0^ that th@v pav to tht N,L,F, 
art l®si onarous tttan thost thty 
ware required t© pay to Stlgort. 
Tha H.L*F, fully yndarstandt the 
importance of s strict moral €ode 
In Itt dealings with ih@ pt asantf* 
wharaas government offlolals btb 
ofttn oruel and tyrannical 



WM Cm§ and tht Vlllsg« 



Th0 Vi®t Cong ara oftan m- 
Imrm to m our ntwspapert, an^ 
by govemmsnt spokisman, as 
*l0rrorl§t$''. ThM imm hm m 
precise meaning, m^ Is always 
used by entrtncfitd pawar groups 
to dl^paragt the opposition. In 
"Aggression from tfiB North", for 
example. Appendix I lists acts of 
"terrorism**, but doas not say 
what th©y are, though th©y pm- 
sumably am diffsreni from **At« 
tacks" Of ^'Sabotage", which art 
listed saparattly. At othar llmas, 
phra$as such as "acts of ^rror« 
Ism" are usad to dsnolt almoat 
any Viet Cong actlvlt>^ According 
to th0 writer of this booklet, **By 
nm the um of tBmr by the Vi©t 
Cong inoraastd appraolabfy. It 
was um4 both to win pm^tlgB an^ 
to back up 4^mB,nds for support 
from th^ people. . . .'* 

This all0@@^ Incraase In tmmr- 
\nm Is used to explain why the 
Viet Cong can move fraefy among 
the peasants, Is w©ll sypplM 
with Intalllganca reports, and can 
obtain food, shelter, and rscruiis. 
It Is flatly In contradiotlon with 
all first-hand accounts of tht 
relstlorishlps between tha Vi#l 
Cm§ ^nd tha ptosis. It Is flatly 
In aontradlctlon with thB ax- 
PTBumd policy of the M1.F, II le 
flatty In oontradlotlon with tha 
MmM theory of revotutlonary 
warfart. We conclude that es a 
general stattm@nt of it© situation 
It Is simply not true. 

As ons authority on revolytlon* 
ary warfare has written: 

**Th0 govarnmant Is systtmatio* 
ally ©tirmnsted from tht coyntiy- 
aide by tha conversion or killing 
of vHlaga offlclslt, who Bm thm 
raplactd by tht political arm of 
thB movement. The mb^ln mmt 
Xhm build an admlnlatratlve ntmo- 
turn to collect taxes and provide 
aom© education and social wel- 
fsrt. . . . Th0 official Amarloan 
view that tha guerrillas* tasks art 
aaslar because they only destroy 
contradicts ths findings of thosa 
who hava studied and observad 
thBm movemanis," 

This whole article dispoaas of 
many of tha official fallacies 
about tha n^tmB of guerrilla war« 
fart, 

A vivid cast history of ths way 
In which tht Diem government 
lost control of th@ vHiag#s la 
given, by Denis Warner In Chap- 
ter 8 of "Th© Last Confucian'*. 
Tha account Js ba^ad largely on 
documents found on Viet Cong 
cMmB captured while operating 



•-S ■#: 



in small ichwi^, m lite Aase m'mg kids 

iaarn their ABCsj written scripts far tfie trite! 
peoples ha¥^ teen Invented b^ the MFL. 



In IhB area. This account warrants 
soma detailed treatment, for \i 
countars th^ arguments th^.^ thB 
Viet Cong rule only by terror. The 
©Kplanatlon 9 Ivan by Warner Is 
much more crsdibia: 

'To begin with, X8 was not a 
Communist viHaga, or even a 
vHlaga that Bympathlztd with the 
Communists* On ths contrary . . , 
It Bmm$ that thB Diem admlnl* 
stratlon had dona good work 
thara, bringing governmtntal 
authority In the form of an ad» 
minlstrativ® office, a security sec- 
tion, and a post of mllltla*m@n/' 
Note that the *^QOod work^^ was 
predominantly military and ad- 
ministrative— hardly llkafy by \h 
self to win much Bmport. 

In oontrastf tha Ymi Cong 
eadrss strassid Iha immsdiate 
problems of thB paasants— their 
4B%lm for land, lower taxes, 
schools, and self-g ova mment. 
"The parly also began to mm<^ 
to public health, sanitation, edu- 
cation and a van tha mark0tln0 of 
farmfra' produca. It opened a 
flrst-ald station which was run by 
a public health cadre, who also 
vIsFtad th% alclc, md trained and 
apoolntsd a midwifa/' 

It 1$ small wondar that b^ ths 
md of 1980 thB Vl0t Cong had 
won such a measura of support 
that the village htid a fastlvat t^ 
cslebrate Its Joining of tha 
National LIbaratlon Front 

So tuccesaful, Indeed, were the 
Viet Cong In producing an alter- 
native aomlnlttratlon to tbrnt of 
Saigon that a French correa- 
pondent of "La Mondt*' wrola In 
1005: 

*Tli0 paopla have this plctum 
to look at. On one alda thBtB Is 
real govarnmsnt, law bM order, 
and rasponslbia psopla On the 
Qthm aide, chaos, anarchy and 
dliordsr. Tha paopit ehosa thosa 
who had won tha contel/' 

Tli@ f^M g0¥#fiiifif nit wlW% liWj 



Once a state of civil war 
axlstad, those who occupied ad- 
mfnistratlva or authorltatlw posi* 
tions In tha govsmment mwst 
surely hava known that thay wera 



marked man, Indaad, oftan the:,.. 
village haadrnan had a saml*;. 
military position, and was pro-*': 
taotad by a squad of soldiers, ■.■ 
rm kflllng of soldiers 1$ not oallad : 
**tarrorlsm'' whtn our aide does Itv : 
Similarly, ^he Kidnappings, 
which figure prominently In thei 
U.S. statistics of terrorism w^re '^ 
not uaualfy dona for any purpose^' 
except the Indoctrination of tha 
priaonar In tha alms and philo- 
sophy of the H,lJ,4t-lB really 
ludicrous mm mB Whita Papar 
tneludes "Forced Propaganda 
BBm\om'' among Its statistics of 
terrorism I Many of the mert kld-^ 
nuppBd ware later m\mnB<i un« 
hBrmed, and would, naturally, ■ 
claim that they havt Mm forcibly 
abduotad, ,: 

Programme 

Tha H,LR ^nlfsato pro^; 
claimed In 1iS0, hat the folfowlni^ 
ofojactlvas: '■^^ 

(a) To rid tha country of mim 
y.S.'-controllad military dfctatoi^t 
ahlp and ths y,a military pi#i? 

(b) To ^Instlluta a largaftf 
liberal and democratic govern^g 
msnt Incorporallng the esean^il'^; 
damocratic frasdoms of pmB$., t^m 
opinion, of asoclatton, of mm0^ 
mm\l of trade ynlar>lam'' and^ff;--; 
religious worship* ■'-"'■y'^ 

id Torelaaaa^ ail polltleaf:;^^ 
prisonars, to wipe out iflliartey^v^ 
and to pursy© a policy of pea»'J 
and neutral lty» ■ ;■■ 

id) 'To raduca land rBnt;Am^,:;i 
plemant agrarian reform with- Ih^^ ::■■ 
B\m of providing land to . i;hfe 
tillers/' gyaranteaing the proper-- 
ty rights to farmers. ■ , ■: 

(a) To resuma normal relations.:;: 
between tha zones of North and;:: 
South and, through a prodeas of 
negotiation, bring about tmk 
reunification by paaeafiil atases. 

Although thia programme con- 
talna striking dlffarancai from the 
1SSG oonatltution of the OMMM., 
It Is not dissimilar to m% DMMM.% 
1945 constitution, Tht moat fm- 
pcrtant diffarenoa . Is. the , .H.LF. 
preference for peasant proprietor- ... 
©hip of land; tha No rtham system 
requires BtatB ownt r^hip of land. 
Cont. page 4 



wlilfih way IBHSOK? 



HITLia 



1, liii: 
! can no 



*1 torn peact 
longer find any wllimgnsss of 
tlie Polish go^emmBfit to eon- 
duct mrims ntgoittlofts/' 



liSS: 



21, 



^■---^jation is 
NO answer 



**Ws love peace . - 
th0 aggressor 1$ wllilitg to gtm 
up his aggrsssloo and sit '^©wn 
and talk wa have no oholoa." 



Wt do nut oall lor nagotlatlons* 
WMi W0 sail for IS witltdrawai. 
■ For some Um years the NLF- 
and ^orth Vietnam thought tia, 
war woyld bB mntlM by negotia- 
tions, aod Iia4 put out '*^aos 
fBBiBm'' BBmml timos in 1^3 m4 
1964, but these warn ignomd by 
Ite Americans. In lm% avery 
linne tliere wero peac^ movos ilia 
Amirioans Increassd thalr war 
effort. 

Tilt NLF has clearly stated Its 
coodltloiis for paace. Frior to 
1962 th® Front wanted stttlemant 
on a retym to .tlie Geneva Agree- 
monis. But m 1^2, It made a 
not Insignificant eoooasslon, and 
sygg^stad that South Vlelnam 
ooyid be neutrallsad under Inter* 
national gumunimn, with a mm- 
p0slt0 QOvemmBni mpmBBBtrng 
all political groypa* ThB qumUon 
of re-unifloatlon with Horth VlBh 
nam ooyld be sty4W later< 



The y.S, response to tills was 
^at one cannot negotlat© with 
"erlirilnair. 

And this Is Johnson's attitude 
to the body ttat has an over- 
whelming weight of evidence to 
show that it rapr^ssfits the wishes 
of the majority of tho people of 
South Vietnam. 

Most obaarvers on Viatoam 
urge that ^ttlement should bB 
based on thB principles of the 
a@ne¥a Agrasments, Because 
thay have bean so often misrep* 
resented, here they ami 

i. Cessation of hostilities and 
diaengtgamant of mliitary 
forces. 

2. Vietnam Is one country, Bn4 
political arrangements miisi 
be made for Its ra-unifioa- 
tlon. 

3, Pending the re-unlflcstton, 
ihB respective '^ inilitary 
zones shall not build up 
their amiaments nor form 
military affiances. 



The N.L J. conf. from page 3. 



The other important difference Is 
tha accent en democratle free» 
doms. However,, some mmmtt that 
the broadly raprasentalNt nature 
of the HX.F. IS only transitory, 
that In accordance with the clas- 
sic pattern of Maoist rtvoiytlonary 
warfare there mmt first be a 
broadly ba^d "middla-olass 
democratic ravolyfien^*. The syc- 
eassfyf completion of this revolu- 
tion will fee followed by @ ''Com- 
mmm Mkemmf of the leader- 
■ship, with th^ associated losses 
of civil rights and political free- 
dems. 

On the other hand, it has been 
ami^^^^ ^y Walter Llppman Bn^ 
others, that the Commiinlits 
dominated most ©f tha resistance 
fnovemants In Eyro^ daring 
World War It and that whilst, for 
example; in Yugoslavia this dom- 
ination resulted In a Commynlst 
government, In France II 414 mt 

An Interview with an Ni.F, 
apolcesman In 1S63 gives a pis- 
tyre of Its position: 

^There is no question of Instal- 
ling a people's damocracy In the 
South at least as you understand 
th0 tmm. There will b% m nation- 
affsatlon for the present We shall 
be abia to sonsider coolly the 
case of important foreign enter- 
prisea, espeoially Freooh anter» 
priaas, which play m^oh a large 
p^rt In the South Vietnamese 
eoonomv . * . 



"In tfie political field we ask 
only for the end of dictatorship, 
■free and fair elestlons In which 
the country's political organisa- 
tions an6 social categories will 
take part, the progressive with- 
drawal of U.S. troops, and co- 
operating on equal terms with all 
countries wishing to help us. Our 
foreign policy will be based on 
neu^ality and refysal to |om' 
military blocs ... 

*1o me long mn we prefer to 
settle our affairs between our- 
selves-^that Is, betwaan South- 
erners, Certainly, aid from the 
North would be useful, but It Is 
not our first preoccupation and 
will not be ihB decisive ©lament 
in the struggle. Besides, the dis- 
tance an<i the lack of logistic infra 
structure mean that ft will never 
he Important. We have not 
strygiied for years. In the worst 
conditions, to replace one dic» 
tatorship with another. We cannot 
accept dependence on the North. 
Certainly we hope that the coun- 
try will be reuolled one day. But 
that will bB possible only m the 
llstant fyfyre, for. to start with, 
tht two regimes will De different." 

Fyblitlied hf tMUnl^m- 
slt^ Stuif Qmup on 
Vietnw. ynl¥€rsity 
StMiy C»yp» 



The one thing that stops settle- 
ment en these principles Is the 
size fo the U.S. military machine 
In Vietnam. 

Galls for negotiations are 
meaningless as long as the 
foreign troops are there and as 
long as Johnson intends them 
to remain there. When ha decides 
to withdraw ihBm, thsn talk of 
negotiation becomes meaningful, 
and only than. 

In the meanllme what B^ftm 
Bussell says Is of singular rele- 
vance ... 

Bertrand Russell 

Many in the peace movement 
think the Vietnamese unwise or iiri- 
remonabiy stubborn far refusing to 
negotiaie' with the Uniied States. 
The prolongation of ike war ?.? 
made the responsibiiity of the Viet- 
namese on the ground that Ameri- 
can forces can not be defeated and, 
therefore, only negotiations provide 
a solution. It is usually added thai 
the "real interests" of the Viet- 
namese lie in accepting U,S. de- 
mands for iaiks. 

Superficially, this argument may 
seem compelling to a peace move- 
ment for whom words such as 
''cease-fire'\ 'compromise'% "nego- 
nations'' and ^'peaceful settlement 
have a familiar ring. When ex- 
amined ho¥/ever, the argument 
disintegrates, 

. .To demand of the Vietnamese 
thai they negotiate with the United 
States is to treat equally the victim 
and the attacker. This can be dear- 
ly seen if we ask ourselves whether 
such a demand to the Poles or 
Norwegians would ha^e seemed 
just after the Nazi attack on their 
countries. 

Quite apart from this basic issue: 
the right to self -determination. 
there is the history of the par- 
ticular struggle in Vietnam, Nego- 
tiations already took place — in 
!954- The Vietnamese had de- 
feated French colonialism after 
nine years of hitter struggle during 
which $0 per cent of the French 
colonial war was financed by the 
United States. Because of their be- 
lief that the Geneva Agreements 



^ provided for fair elections, non- 
intervention on the part of foreign 
powers and eventual unification 
through mutual consent f the Viet- 
namese agreed to divide Vietnam 
into North and South. 

Shortly afterwards, Eisenhower 
stated that anyone who knew any- 
thing about Vietnamese affairs 
knew that Ho Chi Minh would re- 
ceive at least four out of five votes 
in a fair election. The elections 
were obstructed and the United 
States set up a regime in the South 
under the contra! of American 
oncers posing as advisors. They 
selected former police spies of the 
French occupation ramy who were' 
hated and despised by the popula- 
tion, Ngo Dinh Diem, a wealthy 
Catholic landowner from the 
North, was installed in power. The 
elections agreed upon in the nego- 
tiated settlements of 1954 at Gen-- 
eva were never held. U,S, officers 
and troops began to pour into 
South Vietnam in what came to be 
known as America's ''secret war*\ 
Hundreds of thousands of Viet- 
namese were killed. Over eight 
million people were placed in 
forced-labour camps characterized 
by barbed-wire, torture and starva- 
tion. 

It should be abundantly clear 
that the very presence- of the 
''United States'' troops in Vietnam 
is the grossest violation of pain- 
fully negotiated agreements. To ask 
the Vietnamese now after twelve 
years of torment to negotiaie about 
the violation continues is to insult 
them, , . . 

Words can be misleading. The 
peace movement through the ad- 
vocacy of negotiations in Vietnam 
has harmed the cause it purports 
io promote. We must side with the 
Vietnamese who defend every 
value which the peace movement 
has espoused^ abstractly. The end of 
the war in Vietnam wiii depend on 
our capacity to speak and act clear- 
ly , alerting people to its origins and 
motive force. When people in 
Britain and America oppose John- 
son effectively, then and only then 
will the war end. 

n is Clear that ihB call for 
negotiations has beBn launched 
in response to Uncle Sam's 
needs. He cannot win victory In 
ii0 south so he sKpands the war 
to ihB north. He carinot con the 
north Into syrrender so he resorts 
to trickery seeking to perpetuate 
his domination of the south by 
claiming that the war is utiwin-* 
nable and both sides myst make 
concessions— he will concede a 
pause In bombing and th% Viet- 
namese will concede their aov* 
arelgnty, Independence and free- 
dom. 



American sources ^Ye 
480,000 tons of bombs and bullets, expended in 1965 and 
837,000 tons of bombs plus §00,000 tons of bullets in 1966. 
(U.S. News and World Report, Jan. 2, 1987) This is more 
than twice the total used in the entire three years of the 
Korean War, given as 448,000 ions, {Herald TribunBf 
10/10/66) 



iWcl f if lEISi 



^aga af ' 



This war will enb in victory! 
The Idea that war Is '\mwmnable" 
—meaning unwmnable for both 
sl(J®s— Is a euphemistic way of 
saying It Is unwmnable for' the 
U.S,«™™or that the US. is, \n fact, 
m the process of losing. As Presf- 
^mt Ngyen Huu Tho of xh® NLF 
says— ''Final victor/* Is not con- 
ceived as wiping out all Amari- 
cans on South Vietnamese soil, 
stIH less, Imposing a total milt™ 
tary defeat on the U.S. It means 
that the NLF leadership Is confi- 
dent that It can smash every 
offensive the U.S. and its satellite 
forces mount, that It can defeat 
every millfap/ and political man- 
OQuvm, that U can smpose heavy 



bosses on enemy troops on a 
sharply rising scafe, thai it can 
continue to defonfl and aniarge 
th3 territory and population undBr 
its control ; thai In the and the 
U.S. wiW see that \herB is no 
alternative but %o pack up an^ 
go home And hn't this essentialiy 
what is nov^' 'os'>r,g reported— t^at 
the ^'turning poinf of a few 
months ago was never there? 

in this conglomeration of myth- 
ical, much-tafkad-of turning points 
and m the vacuum, of govern- 
ment talk on military realities, 
the truth about negotiations 
should be expoaed by open and 
widespread support for the Viet- 
namese people ^nd their Natrona! 
Front for Uberallon. 
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U.S. Soldiers 
in Vietnaiii 

Cheer Sen* 
Fulbrigfif for 
his opposition 
or Activities. 

Dear Senator Fufbdght, 

Don't let Gen, Wostmoreiand 
and President Johnson erode 
your will to dissent with thB argu- 
ment that ati the .soldiers "over 
there'' staunchly support the war, 
Jhey don't Most of them are apa- 
thetic and 1 am by no means Xb^ 
only one who is vehemently op* 
posed to it 

Gen/ Ky*s government has vir- 
tually no popular support: most 
of his top aides sport French 
decorations on their uniforms. 
Th6 Vietnames© people Identify 
us with the hated French imper- 
ialists because we support the 
Ky regime. By occupying and 
dovastat!n0 Vietnam we have 
gained few friends. 

The Frestdent must know the 
VG are a largely Indlqenous 
group who have had legitimate 
gripes aqamst the many ''miracle- 
working*' governments of South 
Vietnam and that in our. bomb- 
ings of North Vietnam we have 
committed outraqes for which we 
ones condemned the Nazis. With 
admiration, 

Americans - the terrorists 

Dear Senator Fufbright: I 
went to Vietnam a hard-charging 
yarine 2d Li, sure I had an- 

Edited by F, G, Pnce« 
c/" Monash Labor Club, 
^_,,.„ Monas h Uni ver s i ty ^ G 1 a y lon^ 
^^Froa uc ti on ^Co»oHina tion : ' 
Eesearch pubHcatioBS pty. 
Ltd. 428 Canterbury Road, 
Surrey Hills, Victoria. W&b 
Offset printer: J. E, Bsnneit, 
^^6 Main lload, Bel grave, 
who do not Mentify 
themselves with the object- 
lives of ihe National Liberat- 
ion Front/ 
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Abrldgeil from tetters put into 
the CoBgressloiii Record of 
16/6/1067. 



swsred the plea of -^a victimized 
people. That belief lasted about 
two weeks. Instead of fighting 
Communist aggressors I found 
that 90% of the time our military 
actions were directed against the 
people of South Vietnam. Wa are 
engaged in a v^ar In Vie4nam to 
pound a people into submission 
to a government that has iittle or 
no popular support, 
f Much has been written about 
the terror tactics used by the Vie^ 
Cong. The real terronsts in Viet- 
nam'^are the Americans and their 
allies. I don't deny that some of 
the accusations against the VC 
are true but from my own exper- 
ience the terror and havoc that 
we spread maizes the VC look 
Ilka a Girl Scout picnic. 

Can you image v>?hat an iso- 
lated village looks like altar It 
has been hit foy over 500 750- 
poun6 bombs in a n^atter of sec- 
onds? Women, children, old men, 
cattle and every living thing is 
struck down without ever know- 
ing from where their destruction 
originated. This particqiar villaoe 
ceased to exist because it was 
In a VC dominated area, fntelii- 
Qe<nc^ reports said It might have 
been used as a North VIetnamess 
regiment headquartera. We never 
found any dead soldiers but a^ = 




The Medical Air Committee for Vietnam was set up m 1965^ 
under thepresideacy of Lord Boyd Orr^ to send medical gyppH^ 
in response to requests made by die Nattooai LtberatioE Front. 
,ceu Cxm's ^ti South Vietnam and the Red Cross Society of 
j\-orth Vietnam, Supplies already sent have ranged from dtugs^ 
surgical instruments^ and dxmd milk m large kemsj^ %nch m a 
respirator and an ambulance. Blood is coHeeted at donot 
sessions organised by the' committee and plasma is also dis- 
patched. The Minister of Health has told the committee that 
hosp'ml-supplies officers jnay \m$h from, dm^ to time to dispose 
of surplus equipments and tlte committee wotiM welcome 
descriptions of siirplus stock aod ilso offers of help from 
doctors. Communications should be seot to Dr* Jo^i |C, 
MciVlichael^ hon. secret^sry of dsc conimlttee^ 29 Great Jam^ 
Street, London W,CJ. 



it is the custom in VC controlled 
areas ail thB dead were fisted as 
VC Killed In action, 

I vvanted to tell you that there 
are many» many of us in the mill' 
tary who oppose this war and 
appreciate your efforts to bring 
out the truth am get this thing 
slopped. We are not very vocal 
because it is ail right for a mill- 
tafy man to speak out in support 
of the war but to speak out In 
opposition would sybject us to 
very serious rapercussions. AH 
three of my friends who want to 
Vietnam with me came away 
sharing my feelings. 

At one time I thought ! would 
make the military my career. But 
I could not live with nayself if i 
stayed in the semce of my own 
free will ^no was sent to Vietnam 
again to brutalize these poor 
people. 



Tlie people - IM real 
casualties 

Pear Sentlor Fylbrlglit: I have 
been meaning to write this letter 
to you for a long while. This even- 
ing the pressures are too great 
to bB Ignored. Last evening I 
listened to a VGA (Voice of 
America) broadcast on ^'Vietnam 
War Dissent m the U,S," The 
ossential thBme was that those 
who protest the war were either 
Communists or cranks. And 
coupled with this was a sly re- 
nalnder that we have our share of 
lunatics who wish a wl^sr war, 
and Ihat they also dissent from 
present policy. Not one word 
about responsible, reasoned ob- 
jections—we couldn't admit that 

Following the VGA broadcast 
I turned to Radio Peklna. The 
usual inanities about the "glorious 
thought of Chairman f^ao*' 
sounded somehow different — be- 
cause i realii^ed how close the 
two distortions wera, in thek 
joint disregard of truth while pm* 
suing doctrine. I am horrified that 
my government 1$ unable to admit 
any possibility of "error". 

But this is really a small point 
This evening it Is'fairly quiet but 



Monday, while at the province' 
chiefs house the large party an* 
joyed good food and loud mysfo, 
in thB next valley over the ridq@ 
the SOO-pounders fall steadily. 
The villagers aot a different mrt 
of mualc^B.52 style. I wonderad 
thBTi if we can aver put these 
people back together as fast as 
wa are blowing them apart 

In the past few months as ^n 
advisor to the VN Coastal Foroe^ 
I have saen too often ths mat 
casualties of this oonfllct— Iht 
farmers and their f ami! les In the 
Delta mangled by air strikes, and 
the vHlagerB here killed anil 
burned out by our friendly Korean 
marcanarles. Of course, I do my , 
shara m iha lunatlo ward. I havt 
even bean raprlmandod for ovar- 
enlhytlafllc pursy It of VC, PMrt 
of II; Is Just eompensatlOfv— It Is 
refreshing, after seeing m many 
Innocent people syffar, to : mmt 
mdil live hostUe forces capable 
of striking baok. 

Tlifs evening they showed the 
FK dociir^^ntary film h^m in the 
MACV {Mtritaiy Assistance Com- 
mand vjatnam) compound. I 
could not help but fesi a great 
sense of loss as I Hstanad to ^e 
richlf rolling phrases— whatsvar 
has become of our dream? Where 
Is that America that opposed 
tyrannies bX every turn, without 
enquiring. first whether some par- 
ticular form of tyranny might be 
of use to ue?' 

\ wish I had more sfiawers. But 
the obligation to oppose evil Is 
pwtty absoliite— It doesn't nac- 
essarlly depend on having an 
exact bfueprlnt for entering the 
Promised Land^. As yoy are prob- 
ably aware, I am possibly vlolat'- 
log 17,000 dlreotlves in writing 
you. But it Is not possible to k^P 
sMsnt, ss yoy so amply demon* 
strats. You remind ma of Kent 
in ''Lear", who in the face of dim , 
threats from his King mpm^* 
^'Whilst my tongue can give mm 
to clamour, 111 tall thm t?tou f og 
svH,^' I pray that you fare ^^w 
than Kent. And as a oeria \oom* 
edian less than hamoNlngly 
pleads: '1 want my country bmk. 
Good n\gh%, sir. 
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W0 haw inefudsd b®tew txlraetf fmm ^pmchm §lmn In liSS bf Ugufm Muu Tho, Prtsidtnt ©f flit 
Bmth Vlttnam Katlonai fmnt for Libtratloit, 

Yqu Bm tulltitds cf comm, as are wa, to treat soma of what Is quotad %mlh dya so^ptlolsm, Soeit of 
lli@ pfirastoiogf is mthm hm4 to adapt to, m Is at timf s tte omr-rMIng mmimButs.. But m also ar® tiiow 
0f Cliwr0lili*s ¥#orId War Two sptwiiai, if riad now. ^@¥trlli0lass we think II Is Imp^ftant I0 httr w^#ll 
*^tli0 ottitr tii©^^ l»i 10 nay. 



Hguytn Huu TI10 did not tilm- 
itif partlcf^tt If! tha antl^Frtoch 
war. Ha was a lawyer In Sslfon, 
son qI a olvll strvanl in tlie 
Freosh ■ Colonial sdmlnlitration 
and was far from b^lng brsndtd 
a ftftiai H©wfv@r l^a ms^t the 
**rfifstsk0'* of Itading a group of 
Saigon Intetteclyals In th#tr pro- 
tmt agalntt tm arrival of thrta 
Amtrlean warships In Saigon In 
1i50. Th® shlp§ srrivsl was meant 
as m axprtstlon of solidarity 
with th© Fr0O€h In their war 
tflort, TI1@y did not stay loog but 
Tft0 wai Imprisoned for Wa pro« 
testations for ioma two ytari 
until Viet Minh f0roaa fretd him. 

Wtian ttis Sentvt Agreemants 
wtrt signed he r©sym#d his law 
praetfea In Saigon, 



RiFLE FIRE 

But Imt 12 days aft@r tha 
€§as6flr€ agrttmef^ti ware sign- 
ed in Mf 1664 thsre v^@r© mas* 
slv0 etfebratlons in Saigon* 
Coypled w(^ Vm miBbramm 
were rssofutldns paasedl at t^# 
mUbmtlon damonstratlons ask- 
ing for -Im^edlata raiease of poli- 
tical and mMlttty prisoners, m 
prm^M4 for In ttia asrtamants. 
At Th0 says, 'Tha r^ply (from 
the authorltiaa) oams in a vollsy 
of dffa lira. Savtril paople wtra 
woyndtd and t pregnant woman 
was sltot through th# stomaeh. 
That thh> thB flrti dtmonitratlan 
in pBum md frtedom, m wo 
thougM, sftoyf^ b# brytafty sup- 
prtiitd, acted as a ^old dowelie' 
Off tha mmt urdmt tpfrlts. TI10 
iama day w# sat yp a Oommlttud 
of Defense of Ftacs in<l Iht 
Geneva Agratments, and I was 
tlaoM pfealdtnt Th€ Cammlttse 
almad at a&ting as a sort of 
watoMog to $#0 the Aire^msots 
strlGtIy ■" " ' ■ ' ■ 




<x\i-}'>^':Ti^^^>i;''.' 
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Lsswy^r HaUTiH HyUTHO, Chairmen of ilts Prwisl^sal 
Central Cammmm s^f th® S©yfls ¥l«fRsm N«Hoj>al Frmtf far 



ftmnY Bppnm and to bring 
notim of tht.. imsmationa? 



we IB 

to tht . _ ^ , 

Contfot Coffifnlssloii (comprlsad 
of India as ehairman, Poimd and 
Csoa^al any viofaiioas of the 
Agraemautt, Within a ooypit of 

gttlons from th® provln^ft bm- 
iing us to mt up similar commit- 
taei all ovar th© coyrttrys^ds, Wa 
tterted arf anislns tliam whan, on 
Aygyst tha 11tli, 19S4, four 

montlii after tht signing of th@ 
Oentva Agretminta, tfie polloa 
sud^tnly swoopad dowr^, dissolv- 
ed QUT mmmntmM and arrtited a 
number of ltadln§ mtmbtm, In- 
clumm mymll We had no Idea 
at that timt, but In forming tm 
mrlom brmchm w^ had ormtM 
the embryo of tha National Front 
for Liberation set up mor^ than 
tix y©ars !at#r/* 



So the rapres^lon, tha terror 
campaigns, and the rtacllonary 
pollelet b09^R to b@ left ail over 
th@ oountryslda. Besistanc© to 
DIom's ropression bseamo ovarl 
after 1SS7. The sporadic TBBhh 
tnot finally came un4Br contral 
leadership with the formation of 
the Nir in December, 1960. 

On tho oscasion of the 5th 
founding anniversary of tlis HLF 
Nguyan Huu Tho explains the 
ralt^n d#tf€ of the Hlf, its his* 
lory (m brief) and something of 
Its naium, and Its military suo* 



GREETINGS 



''Cef©br£tfng tho Sth foandlng 
anniversary of the NLF, the an« 
lira South Vlttnamesa peopfa and 
Ilia Natfortaf Front for Libaratlon 
wish to convey haartfeit and 
warm grsBting^ to their broth@r$ 
m4 mm^B in ail continents, W0 
sincerely thank the socialist 
eoyrttrses, tha paopiss In Asia, 
Afffcs and Latin America, th@ 
progressive paopis In tha lJn\iB4 
States and othor coynlrlea, far 
their sympathy and great Inttr^ 
natlonaf support and assSstanc® 
aooof^td to our ttlMiberatton 
struogle. 

•'Following th@ vlotorious Aug- 
mt Revolution In 104S and th# 
iuoo0$s of the 9*y0ar War of Ro« 
sislanoa aganat the FranoH O0l« 
onlallsti bM the Am^Hoan In- 
tsrventlonlstSs the paopl@ In \M 
South should have en|oyed to- 
gether with their compatriots 
throughout ihe country q life In 
peaoa and aahieve IMk basic 



national rights, namely Indapan- 
deno0, unity, sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial Integrity. 

"Byt ih& U.S. Imperialists and 
Ihair henchman have scrappad 
the Garsavs Agreements, oarrlad 
out downright suppresglon and 
drowned m blood and fir® all ih^ 
patriotic forces of th^ South 
Vietnamese people fighting for 
Independence, democracy and 
peacstui reunification of the Fa- 
therland, 

"left with no other alternative, 
th© South Vietnamese people had 
to rise up to struggle for thsir 
own right to live, their own hap- 
pinass and ffeedom. During the 
years of hard and fierce political 
struggle agamsl the enemy, our 
compatriots with their bare han^s 
opposed tha extremely barbarous 
violence of the U.S. Imperialists 
and their hanohman and realised 
more and mor© deeply that to 
defeat the enemy and win back 
Independence ^^nd freedom thm 
only way Is to waga a revolutlon- 
ary struggle, using the vioience 
of the people to oppose the 
counter-revolutionar^f violence of 
tha enemy, 

'That Is why In the fast rr^onths 
of 1950 when the poiicy of re- 
pression and terrorism of the U.S. 
Imperiailsts and their flunkeys 
became extremely predatory . . , 
our people's hatred mounled to 
an ynpracedanted level. Millions 
of our compatriots rose up to 
wag© poHtlcal struggle along with 
armed struggle. The enemy con- 
trol was broken by big chunks, 
the pupm^ administration mach- 
lr\e at vilfsge and hamlet level 
orumblad In many looalUies, and 
many vast aroas were liberated. 



*1n order to meat XM pressing 
people's seif-lfberatlon struggle, 
requirements of tho entire 
the South Vietnam National Front 
for Liberation came Into being on 
December 20, 1960, with ths aim 
of uniting th^ ptople of all strata, 
nationalities, reHgloua communi- 
ties and political parties and all 
patriotic psraonalttlaa In the 
8tryg§la to drive out the U.8, ig« 
gmseors from the country and 
overthrow the puppBt admlnlstra« 
Hon — their lackeys — ^ wrest 
back their sacred national rights, 
achieve Independence, demos- 
racy, .pBam and neutrality In 
South Vietnam with a vi^w to m- 
uniting the Fatherland, 

^'Slnce then, the Front hat be» 
come a local point to unlta all 
patriotic forces In South Vietnam, 
the organiser and leader of all 
successora of our Southern com" 
patriots In their fights against 
US, imperialism for national sal- 
vation. Since then, too. Ih@ vle- 
tory of oar people hm become 
bigger Bnd bigger with evtry 
passing year and the defeat of 
the U.S. Imperlalbts and their 
henchmen, heavier and heavier. 

"Looking feaok at tm path 
travelled by us In ih9 past five 
years, the five years of unity and 
persistent and dauntless strug- 
gle crowned witti glorious vic- 
tories, our enilm people and 
mme^ forces feel boundlea© prida 
over these victories recorded In 
Qirr antlU.a cause for national 
salvation. 



SUCCESSES 



The great successes we have 
won are: 

1. The front of great unity 
against US. aggression and for 
national salvation of the Bntim 
South Vietnamese people Is now 
steadier and broader thm ever. 
The front ha$ rallied un4m Its 
l3anner of patriotism and Justice 
mora than tan million people of 
all waiks of fife, of ell agts, 
cfrcfes, nationamiei, religious 
communities, workers, peasants, 
labouring yrpan people, ratalh 
dealers, handicraftsmen, youth, 
pupils, studants, InlaUactuala, 
womeHr old people, IndustrlsHits 
and tradesmen, patriotic pereon- 
ailtiee, minority natlonale In th© 
Weetarn Plsteayx, Khmm oa« 
tfonafs, Catholics, Froleatants, 
Cao Oal and Hoa Hao bellavtm. 
Hundreds of thousands of over- 
seas Vietnamese, though living 
far from the Fatherland, have 
been turning their thought to- 
ward the Front J to its banner of 
iustlce and national salvation. 
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Chines© m^mmU In South Viet- 
naf?i€ Mm also lolned the ant(« 
UM. strus§i#* Tha Front has 
momomr oo-orilfnated its activi- 
ties Willi organisations end Indh 
vldyals 0f dlftrant polilbal t^n- 
dtnoits* It has now beooms 
misitr qI the tltyatlon, tli@ sols 
gennifit raprssentatfvs sf tha 
South Vietnam paopi© and h 
0alfi0cl an evtr gmaler pmstlgt 
an^i Iftflyanct In th^ woHri Th# 
mmm^^ ^^ ^^« ^^^^^ Vietnam 
pBopW$ ngming In solidarity 
wltlifn the Front In an Invincible 
strsndth In their fight for ttif 

Z im Isfga liberated area yn« 
dar trie control of the Front 
©tmtoHfiig from the Stn Hal rlwr 
b&nk to the vast Wastirn Plat- 
aayK and th# rich dalta rag Ion of 
Mail! Bo fSoutfi Vlttnam proper) 
Is oo¥0rlng mom thm four-flfthi 
Of Soyfli Vlatnam^s ttrrltory. 



Th0 %m million people In tht 
areas are boosting prodyctlon, 
(mprovino living conditions, 
foyilding fighting viHages of ham- 
lati, developing Iha guarMla war- 
fare, dsvaloplng culture, eduoa- 
tion, public haallh, and making 
acllva contribution in manpower 
and material rasourcss to the 
national salvation raslstanc© war, 
Thar© remain vast political, ma- 
terial and moral potantlals of the 
South Vietnam revolution in the 
fibaratad zona That Is the rich 
an^ steady rear of the anti-U.S, 
struggle for national salvatiorl. 

3. Tha liberation armet^ forces 
of the South Vietnam people are 
stronger thm ^n^^ time In tha 
pBBt They am endowed with a 
very high determlnatiori to fight 
and to win, have made quhk 
progrtss In politics, tactics, tach* 
nlquB, organmatbn and com- 
mand. 

4. Our brolhars and friends all 
omr ihB world now are more 
nymerous than evBt before. They 



are sypportinc the Soiiti Jlaja^ 
pmplB moTB powtrfylly than ever, 
•both morally and materlaity* J^* 
cJuding the offar to Bmd mjm- 
tmm ■ when ntca^ary. mam 
countrlst and linpor^nt Inlama- 
tlonal organisations hm% mm: 
nised the Front as tha soft md 
gmutne raprasentatlvo of the 
South Vietnam people ... tha 
Fronts vofoe > . . hai bBm htard 
at nearly all the roatmms of Im™ 
poftant International confsrtnoes, 
from Hanoi to Fhnom Penh, Dja« 
karta. Cairo, Accra, Helsinki, etc, 
''At present, the US. Imperial- 
ists are on tha one hand, prattling 
about 'peace* and * negotiations', 
and on tha other, taking their 
agg resale war In South Vlet» 
nam to m unprBce4BntBd dag rsa 
by massively Introducing addl- 
tional U,S. troops and huge quart- 
titles of modern weapons and 
other war means into this area. 
The hyge war machine of ifiB 
U.S. Is mlng mobilised to a high 
degree with the aim of carrying 



Aid to the 
N.LF.-why 
history, etc. 

conf. from 
poges 1 & 2. 



th^ Australian Government has 
forced them to go there and fight 
an aggrassiva war— niot because 
of our aid to the HIE The 
^iBughtm on both sides will ^nd 
onl^ whan the war ends and our 
tr^opB are brouuhi home. 

Wa opposed the launching of this 
dirty war rl^ht from the start and 
our only dtsira Is to see it brought 
to an and but If la now clear that 
this otn ohiy by thieved by the 
total withdrawal of alt Weatarn 
troops 

It Is the Government who are 
traitors for saorlflolng Australian 
llv©s In dafanee of American In* 
teraiti* 

a. Some paopla say that they 
agras completely with our views 
but tliat bf raising them In public 
at tlila tima we can only harm 
the broader anti-war movamtnl 
embarrass tha ALP and provlda 
ammufiltion for the DLF. 

We disagraci with thl§ bBcam® 
WB billeva that it Is extremsiy 
Important to revllallia the anti- 
war movemertt on a new basis. 
The mevament was gradually be- 
coming aaslmllattd by its envir- 
onmant Instead of aotlvafy op- 
posing Amarlpan aggression and 
b^lng a eourOa of conoern to the 



plans the peace movement was 
being taken In by such slogans as 
'^Stop tha War, Negotiate** which 
reflect President Johnson's post- 
■lion and erngaging entirely in such' 
activities as peaceful poster par- 
ades which cause the Governmant 
no Inconvenience, The movemBnt 
was beginning to fold In on Hself 
with a whole community of Viet- 
niks' and ^peaceniks' soiemnly 
telling each other about the vir- 
tues of a peaceful solution to the 
war. We felt that it was vital to 
make people ium away from hold- 
ing demonstrations to convince 
each other about how bad the 
war is and towards elfsctiva ac- 
tion to bM It 

We think the movament should 
rsject phoney 'peaceful sotutlons' 
and lay thn blame for tha war 
squarely where It belongs ™» on 
the Americans and look for 



solution where it can be found — ^^j^p^j-i^Q^ when previously 



complete wi'thdrawal of the Ame- 
ricans and their allies. Our stand 
has certainly achieved its main 
purpose — to re-awaken public 

interest in Vietnam and it has also 
succeeded In bringing home cer- 
tain points which could not be 
mad© It any other way. People 
are having to find out who the 
enemy Is and what tha NLF-Vlet 
Cong business Is all about They 
are learning that our enemy Is 
not the 'Viet Cong' — an anony- 
mous group of terrorists probably 
originating from north Vietnam or 
China but the National Liberation 
front — the ef fee live povernmant 
In most of southern Vietnam with 
diplomatic reprasentatlves over- 



c^me out in support of our^damo- 
cratic rIghiHo aid iha^'enemyHt 
ail helps to weaken the Govern- 
ment's position. We have certaln'- 
iy not harmed the broader move- 
ment by our stand. On the con- 
trary, positions that were pre- 
viously regarded as extreme have 
now become modarate and re- 
spectable as a result of our ac- 
tion. This was particutarly notice- 
able at Monash where tha Labor 
Club had previously b^en unable 
to QBt the SRC to declare itself 
against tha war but a meeting of 
8CK) students called speclffcally 
to condemn us carried a resolu- 
tion opposing the war and call- 
ing on the Australian Government 
to recognize the NLF as a party 
principal to negotiations. In this 
connection we should perhaps 
mention that our stand In favour 
of non-medJca! aid has mada 
medical Bid seem raspeotabfa by 



out this policy of war Inten.'^lfioa- 
tlon and expansion. Tha U,S. 
Imperialists m^ also escalating 
their air war of destruction 
against the Morthern part of our 
country attamting thereby to 
threatars oyr p©opl# In both 
zones. They have not only Iri^ 
tensfflad and aKpandad their war 
In our country but also fannad 
yp the flame of war in Laos, tb- 
paalediy sabotaged the Kingdom 
of Csmbodla, thus thraataning 
IhB Independence, nautrallty and 
tarrllsrial Integrity of our two 
neighbouring and friendly court- 
tries, 

'The above said schemes and 
acts have clearly proved that tha 
U.S, Imperialists have not yet re- 
nounced thek betlfoosa and ag« 
gmmlve policy and are debller- 
ately sticking to Sooth Vlatnam 
In an mBmpt to turn half our 
country Into a new*type colony 
and military base of thB United 
States and force tm yoke of neo- 
colonialism on our people." 



provMBd by the controversy over 

whether we have thB right to 
BBn^ aid.- 



The mBTB fact that any group 
of Australian citizens would ac- 
tually aid the enemy Is causing 
doubts about the war in the 
minds of many people — \t has 
happened before and 
people are wondering why it Is 
happening now. It Is realiy rather 
strange that people who oppose 



gowrnment by frustrating its war (the HLF and mpport the war 



medical aid would have been re- 
garded as equally treasonable* 
If we have embarrassed the 
Labor Party It Is baciuse we 
have forced that party to once 
again take a definite stand on 
the war and on civil liberties, ft 
has certainly bBBn made qullB 
clear tha! we are in no way con- 
nected with the party and we 
have done nothing to Indicate 
that there might be any such con- 
nection- In thB long mn, tha prB- 
sent controversy can only do the 
ALP, the Labor Movement, and 
the peace 'movement, good. It has 
not done arty noticeable damage 
so far. 

Gat your organlm- 
iton to carry resolutions of syp- 
port or, if yoii prefer, of syppsrt 
for medical aid only or support 
for our democratic rights only. 
Arrange for dlatnbtiilon of this 
pamphlet and other available ma« 

Whether you agree with us or 
not, make full use of tha oppor- 
tunities for polltlQal dlsousslon 



Editors n^tt; ^ 

In an^cipatlng critic- 
ism t^ tha effect that 
this publication is 
*very oiie«sided% we 
Bimlt quite openly 
mm It is. In the 
Australian political con* 
tBxt it li als0 *0xtre». 

Tht war Is seen {and 
we feefleve correctly) 
In this pybllcstlon as a 
m^tt^f ef right md 
wrong Willi the NLF 
bmng In tha right, and 
gyess wli0*s wrong? 
For this analysii we 
make no apcilogy* Like 
Hf Ammt (see pags 8) 
we have lost pallencs 
with the C0idai€yrsi@iis 
Into academia; for mucli 
tha f ama rassons. What 
wt are saying Is th^t It 
is now mm^ tkm clear 
that wa In Ays^ElIm 
have a g0¥0riifii@iit tlimt 
has dtlaiitd lis tfoopB 
t® figfit on th% mmng 
side In Soutii Trntxtmn. 
Ws a palnftil Mng U 
admit hut Its afe©yl lime 
^m Hi. The least wa 
can do In tht mmmntlmB 
is work for fee with« 
drmwai of these troops 
mnd Ifitrodiica the 
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The (aovernment says that we 
ar© traitors, that we are aiding 
th© enemies of our country and 
that it is necessary to bring 
down special legblatioii to stop 
. us. 

We say that tlie Government 
ar« traitors, that they are selUng 
young Australian lives for Ameri- 
can dollars and that it is neces- 
sary to oppose their legislation 
if we do not want to become ao- 
compHoss of the sell-out, 

if Australia was at war, there 
would be no problem — our ac- 
tions would legally be treason- 
able and we could simply be 
locked up without anyone worry- 
ing very much. But Australia does 
not declare war against 

North Vietnam or the NLF be- 
cause America has not don© so. 
Australia could not declare war 
because this would provide Am 
erfcan cnllcs of the Administra- 
tion in Congress with fuHher am- 
munition to embarrass Johnson. 
If the United' States and its 
"allies" were to make a formal 
declaration of war they would be 
even more clearly exposed as 
aggressors In the eyes of the 
world. 

Even Without a declaration of 
war the Government couid take 
action by simply proclalmmg the 
National Liberation Front or 
North Vietnam to be an anemy- 
This would invoke sections of 
the Crimes Act that have penal- 
ties of death or life imprisonment 
for "treason" and "treachery*'. 
But they do not dare invoke the 
Crimes Act First because it would 
be difficult for Holt to explain to 
the people why the NLF is an 
enemy and yet we are not at 
war. Second, and most Important, 
Holt knows that there Is wide- 
spread opposition to the Crimea 
Act with Its far-raechtng prohibi- 
tions md heavy penalties. He 
knows that he just hasn't the 
kind of public support that would 
enable him to use this sledge- 
hammer law so he has gone to 
all the trouble of drafting a new 
law specially to get us< This is 
a mdst unusual step, contrary to 
all traditions of )ust!ce, that a 
government should introduce a 
new law specifically aimed at a 
particular group, who were pre* 
viously engaged In a perfectly 
legal activity. It means that the 
Government is getting rather 
panicky and looking for a way 
out 

Holt knows that the Govern- 
ment's position Is becoming in- 
creasingly shaky, that as the war 
goes on, casualties will mount 



and he ¥/ill have to call up mora 
and more conscripts. He knows 
that the war Is getting more ex< 
pensive and wIlF lead to higher 
taxes and wage restrictions which 
wiH in turn cause mdustrlal on 
rest and strike action. He wants 
to divert the rising tide of anti 
government feeUng by using us 
as a scape-goat If he gets away 
with legislation against support- 
ers of the NLF he will then be 
ready to Invoke the Crimes Act 
and ciamp down on all anti-war 
activity and trade union struggles. 
Holt was a member of the Liberal 
Government which drafted the 
Crimes Act and he could try to 
use this opportunity provided by 



Accords. It is committing war 
crimes In South Vietnam by mas- 
sacring IhB clvlllar^ population 
and causing indiscriminate des- 
truction and It Is committing 
crimes against humanity by using' 
gas, torture and genocide. In- 
dividual Australians who acquis® 
In the Govern menVs policies can- 
not escape responsibility for 
these crimes. We do not Intaoci 
to merely express our opposition 
by pious, protests and peaceful 
demonstrations. We mtend to aid 
th© Vietnamese people against 
whom these crimes are directed 
and we are confident that with or 
without our support the liberation 
forces will eventually be vic- 
torious. 

Whether you agree with our 
stand or nol, the present con- 



the student actions as a prelimi- 
nary step tov^fards invoking it. 
He should be stopped now, , 

We are not claiming that there troversy raises Important issues 
is any new "academic righf lov.M^^A' ^A^^^^J^ ,® Governmenf s 
students In particular to ''aid the' """ 
enomies fightinq AustraNa, But 
we do believe that the Vietnamese 
people are not Australia's ene- 
mies and that aM Australians 
have a right to suonort them and 
should not confine their struggle 
against the war to the limits set 
by Holt's parliament and Holfs 
laws. The Australian Government 
Is guilty of treachery because it 
is sacrificing Australian lives in 
defence of American interests^ It 
Is Important to oppose that 
treachery by ail means available. 

We are in a most unusual sit- 
uation—this is the first time in 
our history that we have had 
troops fighting overseas while 
any section at home actually and 
openly supports the other side- 



action Indicate® that democracy 
in Australia Is supposed to meari 
that you can ballave what you like 
providing yoy don't try to act on 
your beliefs. If thay get away 

with tills particular act of m- 
presslon they could wall extend 
its scope, via the Crimes Act, to 
cover all opponents of the Gov- 
ernment The trade union move* 
men! has a long history of 
struqola for democratic rights and 
It was partlcyfarly active In op- 
posing the Crimes Act Accord- 
ingly ^ we are asking all trade 
unionists, all opponents of th@ 
war and ail other sections who 
support democratic rights to op- 
pose the new Government attack 
whether or not thay sypport the 



Inorlty of One? 



manipulation? 

The Government Is trying to cover 
up this embarrassing pcsition by 
saying that we are traitors, or 
that we are iust irresponstble stu- 
dents, or that we are being mant 
pulated by sinister political coera- 
tors but the fact remains, and U 
is an important fact, a group of 
Australian citizens conscientious- 
ly support the "enemy". It has 
never happened before and we 
hopB it will never have to happen 
again. It Is happening because 
ihB Government is foiSowIng a 
treacherous policy of selling out 
to American interests and is en- 
gaged In an illegal, undeclared 
war In defiance of world opinion 
and international treaties. 

Perhaps there Is no legal right 
to support th© enemy but there 
is certainly a moral right and w© 
would say a very Important duty 
to do so. After the Second World 
War, the Nuramburg trials estab- 
lished that there were such inter- 
national crimes as crimes against 
peace* war crimes and crimes 
against humanity and that there 
is Individual responsibility for 
these crimes. Our Government is, 
In association with its *'great and 
powerful ally" committing crimes 
against peace by launching an 
aggressive war contrary to th© 
U.N. Charter and the Geneva 



SPEECH AT THE 1964 BEH^ 
KELEY TEACH'-IN by M. S. A^ 
noni, survivor oi U»z\ concaii» 
tratlon camps and {publisher of 
*The Bflinority of Om'% m "Ir-^ 
dependent Monthly for an Am©- 
rtcan Alternative — dedlcaltd 
to the eradication of »\\ rastric* 
tlons on thought''. For Arncmrs 
complete address see "The 
fi^inorlty of One", JuSy, 1065; 
for a discussion of his Berkeley 
proposal see the sam© piibllea* 
tlpn for September, 19BS. 



"! am appalled by the dry, de- 
tached, impersonal, unemotional 
type of debate that goes on among 
some professorial eunuchs, which 
is hailed as the passport to aca-^ 
demia, and which Is supposed to 
be displayed with equal sterility 
whether things concern the wiping 
out of nations or the desirability 
of fluoride in our water. Not only 
Eichmann's cold efficiency is In- 
human and diabolic but also, and 
even more so, his moral neutrality. 
To insist on decorum and polite- 
ness in the slaughterhouse of na- 
tions is the very peak of human 
self-deception and of a hellish type 
of snobbery. 

it Is thus that 1 speak to you 
hew not only as one who tries to 
observe and analyse International 
relations but also as one who sur- 
vived six years of internment in 
Nazi concentration camps; as one 
who has lost in them all of his 
next' of kin, all those he grew up 
with; as one who, confronting the 
tire-spewing chimneys of the 



their graves or from the lleSds 
and rivers upon which their ashes 
were thrown, they would Implore 
this generation of Americans not 
to be slient in the face of the 
genocsdaf atrocities committed on 
the people of Vietnam, 

This Is no time to be sBant! 
When a war Is waged by American 
and American-led troops against 
a people whose vast majortiy, as 
all accounts agree, would not have 
American troops on their soil, this 
is no time to be silent! When eight 
million out of a total South Viet- 
namese population of 14 million 
languish In concentration camps 
euphemized as "strategic hamlets" 
this Is no time to ba silent! When 
napalm bombs are thrown on vil- 
lages on the assumption that their 
entire population is the enemy, 
this is no time to be silent! When 
ever man and women tilling their 
own soil are taken by overflying 
American pilots as enemies pir?d 
therefore as targets for their t^ul- 
lets, this Is no time to be slient! 

An American genocide Is not 
preferable to a German genocide; 
arid the Indifference of millions of 
Americans Is as criminal and In- 
human as was the Indifference of 
'millions of German onlookers. 

In th© present llfe-and-death 
struggle of the Vietnamese people 
there must be among Americans 
youth soma who are sufficiently 
sensitive to justice, sufficiently 
outraged by the conscienceless 
actions of their government, and 
sufficiently courageous — to loin 
th© people of Vietnam in their 
heroic self-defence. 

They, these volunteers, will ba 



comprehend how so much of the 
world stood passively and silently 
by, witnessing Hitler's genocide. 

As a survivor of that Gehenna, 
1 »>eHeve to be morally justified 
when evoking here the memory of 



Xuscl^wa. ^cemaloria!^ could ol the heroes of a Mura American 



ctvillEation. Thay will make a uni- 
que contribution toward the emer- 
gence of such as America as wlH 
'Survive the present emplre-bullding 

stage and be accepted Into the 
family of man not In f#ar and ter- 
ror but in earned respect and 



*he millions who did r\ot surviveJKnnoyr Thank vou 
If theycDuld call out to you froml^^"^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^' 



